
Holly, Jolly and Oh-So-Safe! Of course you want to include your furry companions 
in the festivities, pet parents, but as you celebrate this holiday season, try to keep 
your pet’s eating and exercise habits as close to their normal routine as possible. And 
be sure to steer them clear of the following unhealthy treats, toxic plants and danger-
ous decorations: 

O Christmas Tree 
Securely anchor your Christmas tree 
so it doesn’t tip and fall, causing pos-
sible injury to your pet. This will also 
prevent the tree water—which may 
contain fertilizers that can cause stom-
ach upset—from spilling. Stagnant tree 
water is a breeding ground for bacteria 
and your pet could end up with nausea 
or diarrhea should he imbibe. 

No Feasting for the Furries 
By now you know not to feed your pets 
chocolate and anything sweetened with 
xylitol, but do you know the lengths 
to which an enterprising fur kid will 
go to chomp on something yummy? 
Make sure to keep your pets away from 
the table and unattended plates of 
food, and be sure to secure the lids on 
garbage cans. 

Toy Joy 
Looking to stuff your pet’s stockings? Choose gifts that are safe. Dogs have been 
known to tear their toys apart and swallowing the pieces, which can then become 
lodged in the esophagus, stomach or intestines. Stick with chew toys that are basically 
indestructible, Kongs that can be stuffed with healthy foods or chew treats that are 
designed to be safely digestible.

Forget the Mistletoe & Holly
Holly, when ingested, can cause pets to suffer nausea, vomiting and diarrhea. Mistle-
toe can cause gastrointestinal upset and cardiovascular problems. And many variet-
ies of lilies, can cause kidney failure in cats if ingested. Opt for just-as-jolly artificial 
plants made from silk or plastic, or choose a pet-safe bouquet. 
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Leave the Leftovers 
Fatty, spicy and no-no human foods, as well as bones, should not be fed to your furry 
friends. Pets can join the festivities in other fun ways that won’t lead to costly medical 
bills. 

That Holiday Glow 
Don’t leave lighted candles unattended. Pets may burn themselves or cause a fire if 
they knock candles over. Be sure to use appropriate candle holders, placed on a stable 
surface. And if you leave the room, put the candle out! 

Wired Up 
Keep wires, batteries and glass or plastic ornaments out of paws’ reach. A wire can 
deliver a potentially lethal electrical shock and a punctured battery can cause burns to 
the mouth and esophagus, while shards of breakable ornaments can damage your pet’s 
mouth. 

Careful with Cocktails 
If your celebration includes adult holiday beverages, be sure to place your unattended 
alcoholic drinks where pets cannot get to them. If ingested, your pet could become 
weak, ill and may even go into a coma, possibly resulting in death from respiratory 
failure.
 
A Room of Their Own 
Give your pet his own quiet space to retreat to—complete with fresh water and a place 
to snuggle. Shy pups and cats might want to hide out under a piece of furniture, in 
their carrying case or in a separate room away from the hubbub. 

New Year’s Noise 
As you count down to the new year, please keep in mind that strings of thrown 
confetti can get lodged in a cat’s intestines, if ingested, perhaps necessitating surgery. 
Noisy poppers can terrify pets and cause possible damage to sensitive ears. 

Need to have your  
membership  
information  

updated with a new 
address or phone 

number?

Please email Elaine, 
our Database 

Administrator, at 
koer9484@comcast.net 

with any updates or 
changes.

Member Meetings

Membership/Board 
Meetings are the 2nd 
Sunday of each month:
 
Sunday Dec. 4, 2011 – Vet 
Cookie Plate Gathering/
Board Meeting
Matt Weaver’s Office; 6870 
w. 52ND Ave. #215, Arvada
Time: 12 pm

Sunday Jan. 8, 2012 – 
Mattson’s Home
Time: 2 pm

Feb. 12, 2012-
Library: May Room B
Time: 2 pm

March 11, 2012 – Annual 
Meeting
Location and Time to be 
announced

April 15, 2012 –
Library: Castlewood
Paul Mansion Meeting 
Room
Time: 2 pm

continued from page 1

holiday safety tips

Dioji, spoiled by Remy and Rean Savi
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CGA Board of Directors
President Rori Mattson 
Vice President Rene Rieser 
Secretary Denise Fortman 
Treasurer Mark McKay 
Board Member Debee Vecchiarelli 
Board Member Naomi Weaver 
Board Member Beth Morgan 
Board Member Kay Roberts 

Transportation Coordinator and Dog Procurement
Transportation Coordinator Vacant
Dog Procurers Rori Mattson, Rene Rieser, Kathie Buckley 

Foster Team and Vet Coordinators
Vet Coordinators Marcia Greer and Rick Bender 
Vet Recruiting Coordinator Rollie Fortman 
Foster Set-Up Coordinator Rachel Jervis 
Lead Foster Coordinator Kay Roberts 
Foster Coordinator Team Jasper & Abbe Koenig , Naomi Weaver , Rachel & Jim Hall, 
Judy Greenfield , Rene Rieser Cristi Macwaters , Heidi Mallinson 
Foster To Adopt Coordinator Pam Hoskinson 
Foster Food/Crate Coordinator Karen Smith 

Adoption Team
Adoption Coordinator Pam Hoskinson 
Dog Matching Coordinator Debee Vecchiarelli 
Adoption Counselor Coordinator Samantha Quitman 
Relinquishment Coordinator Parker Pressnell 
Mentor Coordinators Tara Lindburg (Baby/Small Child) 
Adoption Transition Coordinator Lori Bolton 

Phone/Database/Lost Dog Team
Phone Coordinator Chet Hover 
Database Records Elaine Koerwitz 
Pager and Lost Dog Coordinator Art Vogt 

Volunteer/Events
Volunteer Placement Tara Lindburg 
Meet & Greet Coordinator Susan Henderson 
Event Coordinators Becky Rickert and Art Vogt 
Event Staffing Coordinators Becky Rickert and Art Vogt 

Promotion
Sponsorship/Donation Angie Kemper 
Web Master Matt Weaver 
Merchandise Coordinator Chris & Mike Benedict 
Newsletter Editors Ann and Dennis Appel, Andrea Spikes 
Membership Coordinator Cathy Postlewate 

Colorado Greyhound Adoption is a 

100% volunteer, 501c3 non-profit 

organization dedicated to finding 

permanent loving homes for and 

promoting the adoption and wel-

fare of retired racing greyhounds as 

excellent family pets. The Colorado 

Greyhound Adoption Newsletter is 

printed six times a year.

colorado greyhound adoption board & volunteers

JOIN CGA’s OWN E-GROUP!
FYI You can join a free, easy-to-

use email group service. By joining 

COGreyhoundAdoption, you will 

be able to exchange messages with 

other group members. eGroups also 

makes it easy to store photos and 

files, coordinate events and more.  

To join go to http://groups.yahoo.

com/group/COGreyhoundAdoption.  

Once there, on the right hand side 

of the screen is a “subscribe to the 

group” option. You will need to have 

a Yahoo ID to join the e-group. We 

look forward to you joining the fun!



CGA News page 4

veterinarian listing
A special thank you to the following Veterinary facilities for their 

continued support of CGA and its programs.

Alameda East Aurora Evans East Animal Hospital Denver
Alameda Vet Clinic Lakewood Eye Clinic Veterinary Wheat Ridge
Alpine Animal Hospital Boulder Eye Specailist For Animals Denver
Animal Clinic at the Festival Centennial Fillmore Veterinary Hospital Colorado Springs
Animal Dental Care Colorado Springs For Paws Veterinary Clinic Colorado Springs
Animal Emergency Services Loveland Fox Hollow Animal Hospital Lakewood
Animal Energency & Urgent Care of Parker Parker Front Range Veterinary Clinic Lakewood
Animal ER Littleton Gem City Vet Laramie
Animal Eye Specialist Englewood Genesee Veterinary Hospital Golden
Animal Haven Veterinary Clinic Fort Collins Greenwood Village Veterinary Clinic Greenwood Village
Animal Hospital at Hampden & Monaco Inc. Highlands Gunbarrel Veterinary Clinic Boulder
Animal Hospital at Raintree Village Fort Collins Hamlett Spay & Neuter Clinic Colorado Springs
Animal Hospital Center Highlands Ranch Hampden Family Pet Hospital Englewood
Animal-Urgent-Care Arvada Harrison Memorial Animal Hospital Denver
Annie's Animal Clinic Highlands Ranch Highland Animal Hospital Littleton
Arapahoe Animal Hospital Boulder Jasper Animal Hospital Lafayette
Arrowhead Animal Hospital Westminster Just for Paws Littleton
Aspen Arbor Animal Hospital Westminster Lakewood Veterinary Hospital Lakewood
Aspenwood Animal Hospital Denver LaPorte Animal Clinic LaPorte
Banfield (in Petsmart) Grand Junction Lone Tree Veterinary Medical Center Lone Tree
Baseline Animal Hospital Lafayette Mesa Veterinary Clinic Pueblo
Beaver Brook Animal Hospital Evergreen Mobile Surgical Services Thornton
Belcaro Animal Hospital Denver Mountain Ridge Animal Hospital Lafayette
Bergen Park Animal Clinic Evergreen Mountainaire Veterinary Clinic Centennial
Black Forest Vet Clinic Colorado Springs My Pet's Place Littleton
Boulder Emergency Pet Clinic Boulder Neighborhood Pet Center Littleton
Broadview Animal Clinic Aurora Nelson Road Vet Clinic Longmont
Broadway Estates Littleton New Castle Veterinary Clinic New Castle
Brooklyn Veterinary Clinic Castle Rock Parker CenterAnimal Clinic Parker
Broomfield Meadows Animal Hospital Broomfield Pets on Broadway Denver
Brown Vet Hospital Colorado Springs PetsVet of Arvada Arvada
Campus Vet Clinic Denver Pikes Peak Veterinary Clinic Colorado Springs
Capitol Hill Animal Care Denver Pine Grove Animal Hospital Parker
Caring Hands Veterinary Hospital Thornton Raintree Animal Hospital Fort Collins
Castle Rock Veterinary Hospital Castle Rock TenderCare Veterinary Medical Center Greenwood Village
Central Emergency Veterinary Services Englewood Thomas Veterinary Service Fort Collins
Central Veterinary Emergency Englewood Urban Care Vet Clinic Denver
Chatfield Vet Clinic Littleton VCA AllPets Boulder
Cherry Hills Animal Hospital Greenwood Village VCA Ft Collins Animal Hospital Ft Collins
Colorado Veterinary Specialists Littleton VCA Southeast Animal Hospital Denver
Colorado Veterinary Specialists Colorado Springs VCA Wingate Englewood
Columbine Animal Hospital Littleton VetCare AnimalHospital Denver
Companion Animal Vet Hospital Centennial Ward Road Veterinary Hospital Wheat Ridge
Cottage Veterinary Hospital Parker Washington Park Vet Clinic Denver
Critter Veterinary Care Fort Collins Wheat Ridge Animal Hospital Wheat Ridge
Deer Creek Animal Hospital Littleton Woodmoor Veterinary Hospital Monument
Elizabeth Animal Hospital Elizabeth Yorkshire Veterinary Clinic Colorado Springs
Elmfield Veterinary Hospital Denver
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meet & greet schedule
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greyhound gourmet

By Rachel Jervis

I thought Evie deserved a nice, 
fall-inspired treat, so I developed 
this recipe for Carrot-Apple-
Ginger Bites. I made them in small 
bite-sized treats so that they would 
be easier to cook thoroughly for 
storage and so I could use them as 
training treats. 

Carrot-Apple-Ginger Bites

1 cup chopped carrots
½ cup apple sauce
½ teaspoon powdered ginger
1 egg
1 cup old fashioned oatmeal 
(uncooked)
1 cup whole wheat flour

Cook chopped carrots in the 
method of your choice (steam, 
boil, microwave). Mash cooked 
carrots using a potato masher or 
fork. Stir in applesauce, ginger, 
and egg until combined. Mix in 
oatmeal and flour. You may need 
to knead with your hands, as 
dough will be sticky. 
Take 1 teaspoon of dough and roll 
into ball. Press flat onto cookie 
sheets. I line my cookie sheets 
will silpat liners; if you don’t have 
silpats, line cookie sheets with foil 
to keep cookies from sticking.

Bake at 350 for 30 minutes (or 
longer) until biscuits are dry and 
crispy.  
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our sponsors

Thank you for your continued support of CGA.



CGA News page 7

new adoptions
Congratulations to the following families and their new greyhound family members. 

A sincere THANK YOU to the many Foster Families and Adoption Coordinators that make it all possible!

From IceBerg Creations
Yes, we are still alive but the 

website has changed slightly.
It is now: 

www.icebergcreations.net. 

Such a small change that makes 
a huge difference. We have all 

our coats and Snoodles plus the 
new “people” stuff. Please visit.

Gilbert, spoiled by Denise and Rollie Fortman
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Question: We recently added a third dog to our household, and it sometimes gets a bit chaotic. 
How can we maintain control, especially when they get excited?

The Trainer Answers:  Living with multiple dogs can provide constant play mates and 
company for your dogs, but it can also create some difficulties if the dogs are allowed to get 
out of control. Teaching your dogs to use some self control, especially around other dogs, can 
go a long way toward maintaining harmony and avoiding chaos. This is especially important 
at times when your dogs are more inclined to get overly excited. Dog fights among household 
members occur most often in high arousal situations such as when food or bones are present or 
at doorways. 

Many people manage potential issues with food by feeding dogs in separate areas or at separate 
times. While this can work well, think about what happens if food is present at other times. 
Are there potential issues if food is dropped in the kitchen or when treats are available? While 
some things are easiest to manage, it’s also good for dogs to learn to use self control around 
valuable items like food. Whether it’s the dogs’ meals, treats or the kitchen when you are 
preparing your own dinner, it’s worth teaching your dogs that you control access to any and 
all food. If they learn to wait for permission to access food, you can avoid competition and 
possibly fights. For example, at meal time, you might ask all dogs to wait for permission to be 
released to their food bowls. When one dog finishes, you might direct the dog outside or to lie 
down on a dog bed (for a treat) until the other dogs are finished and all bowls are picked up. 

Bones or other chew items can be cause for trouble as well. If any of your dogs are possessive 
over chews or tend to bully the other dogs in attempts to take their chews, make sure that 
bones or other chews are only allowed under your direct supervision. You determine the rules 
of your household. Some dogs will share with no problems, but others will be willing to fight 
for what they want. They should learn that you control access to chews so they should not 
bully any of the other dogs, nor should they need to worry about being bullied. For example, 
in my household, dogs are only allowed to chew the item they have been given. If one dog 
walks away from a chew, I pick it up and put it away for later. I do not allow the other dog to 
take it nor do I allow the other dog to attempt to take it away while one dog still has it. My 
dogs never have to defend a chew from the other dog because they know I will step in and 
control the situation. I do not allow dogs to “work it out for themselves.” While that works 
well with some dogs, in other situations one dog will become a bully and the other dog will 
never truly feel safe. 

Doorways are another volatile situation for many dogs. For some, the excitement of going out 
in the back yard or going out the front door for a walk is cause for great excitement. Any time 
the arousal level rises, there is the potential for dogs to make poor choices. (Think about fans 
in the stadium at a sporting event if you’re not sure what I mean about poor decision-making 
during high arousal!) Teaching dogs to wait calmly to be released one at a time to go through 
the door can prevent potential fights. If your dogs get excited at the prospect of visitors, asking 
them to wait on their beds until released to say hello can also help to maintain calm in an 
exciting situation. 

These things take some work at first, but in the long run, your life will be much easier and 
there will be less chaos and potential for excitement to turn into something ugly. 

For additional information, read our blog at http://www.lovemydogtraining.com/wp/ or find 
us on Facebook and Twitter.  

Please send questions to: sbrown@lovemydogtraining.com

ask the trainer: controlling multiple dogs

  www.lovemydogtraining.com 
 

Copyright © Love My Dog Training. All worldwide rights reserved. 

To those pets that brought such 
joy to our lives...they will be 
missed! 

CGA has adopted over 3,000 
greyhounds since 1997.

“Rusty”
The Ecks Family

“Crema”
Carol Kauder & Charlie Suthard

“Presto”
Cliff Hemphill

“Sophie”
Jill Wright

“Toni”
Robin Caswell

“Rootbeer”
Lauren & Mike Halby

“Maggie”
Mike & Lynn Mullen

“Maloney”
Terri Bendelow & Paul Ketcham

“Vail”
Laurel & Eric Larchick

“Kerri Anne”
Carol & Sam Bellavia

in loving memory
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Dear Evie,  
I live with a cat and I have a question about 
that.  Is it okay to chase her just once?  She 
doesn’t pester me and leaves me alone but 
you know it’s humiliating to see her strut 
around all innocent and safe.  If I could 
just scare her one time it would make 
me feel so good.  I wouldn’t hurt her but 
I’m wondering if she would hurt me.

Please let me know what you think.
Gilbert

Dear Gilbert,
I also live with a cat. Her name is Clover 
and she is very feisty. She hisses if you look 
at her wrong. She hisses if you walk too 
close to her. One time, Clover was repri-
manded for jumping on the kitchen counter 
and shooed off. She ran right up to me and 
smacked me on the needlenose with her paw! 
It wasn’t my fault she was on the counter! 

As tempting as it is to chase the kitty… and 
maybe even feel her fur between your teeth for 
a short second, it isn’t worth it. First, the cat 
might hurt you. Second, you might be deemed 
“not cat safe” and have to move to a house with-
out kitty cats. And as much as you and I might 
enjoy cat-free living, we’d miss our humans.
Love and squirrels,
Evie Petunia

Dear Evie Petunia,
Mysteries of the Universe #463: why do dogs 
asked to be let out in the yard only to stand like 
a statue at the open doorway ? My greyhound, 
who shall be nameless, has raised this to an art. 
Not only does he not go out, he turns around 
and goes back to the living room and repeats 
this three or four times before getting on with it. 
He does this no matter the weather, no matter 
if it’s dark or daytime. And while he’s older now 
and a little hesitant on the steps, he has always 
done this. I’ve tried going out ahead of him with 
treats, cajoling, praising etc. No dice. Buz...
errr, the nameless greyhound, is unfortunately 
doing this at 3 and 4 in the morning as well as 
during the day. What’s a mom to do Evie P?
Name Withheld to protect the neurotic.

Dear Name Withheld,
Maybe your nameless greyhound doesn’t need 
to go out, but just wants some fresh air. Have 
you thought about opening a window for him? 
Maybe you could build a special greyhound 
window at needlenose level that is covered with 
a small dog door. That way he could stick his 
head out whenever he wants without getting 
his paws dirty. If that isn’t practical, you can 
resort to what my mama did when she added 
a babygate with a door at the foot of the stairs 

and I refused to walk through it. Put a leash 
on said nameless greyhound and escort him 
into the yard. I bet after doing this for a few 
days, he’ll get the hang of going straight out the 
door. I go straight through the babygate and 
up the stairs every night now. I hate it when 
my human wins, but sometimes she does.
Love and Squirrels,
Evie Petunia

Dear Evie,
I have a question for you - why am I not 
allowed to eat at the table?  My people have 
gone to great lengths to assure me that I am 
a loved member of the family.  But once it is 
dinner time, my status drops and I am forced 
to eat off of a stand.  When I first moved in, 

I helped myself to an entire pizza while Mum 
answered the phone.  She did not seem happy 
with this event and since then has made growly 
noises if I put my nose on the table.  Tonight, 
something similar happened.  I stuck my 
nose in an empty cookie box, just to see if 
there were any crumbs left, and got the box 
stuck on my face.  While my people laughed, 
they also reminded me that I’m not allowed 
to eat at the table.  What is up with this?  
Shouldn’t I be allowed to eat with the family?
Your friend,
Damien

Dear Damien,
Humans are so confusing, aren’t they? 
You are a beloved member of the family, 
but you can’t eat off the table or counters, 
you can’t have your own credit card, and 
you can’t sit in the front seat of the car. 

Like you, I am very particular about where I 
eat. One time my tags got caught on my raised 
food stand and when I walked away the stand 
followed me. After that incident, I put my 

paw down and insisted I eat at the table like a 
dignified hound! Mama’s compromise is that I 
can have my meals on the coffee table (which 
is the same height as my stand). Since 95% of 
the time mama also eats dinner at the coffee 
table, we dine together. When she has guests 
they eat at the dining room table. It is too tall 
for me to comfortably eat off, so I stick with the 
coffee table. But even then, mama or another 
human will sit with me while I eat my meal. 

So do what I did: only eat when your bowl 
is in the location you prefer and you have 
human company (if you so desire). If your 
human is anything like mine, she can’t 
stand to see her skinny greyhound miss 
a meal and she’ll cave to your desires.
Love and Squirrels,
Evie Petunia 

Dear Evie,
I heard mom and dad talking about go-
ing on vacation - how can I get them to 
take me?  I want to scuba dive too!
Bocce

Dear Bocce,
Have you ever been in water? I find it very un-
pleasant when the water is higher than my chest. 
So for me the thought of scuba diving is not the 
least bit appealing. When my mama travels, I 
stay at my vacation home. I love my vacation 
home. My vacation home caretakers, the Allen 
family, are owned by my greyhound buddy Ru-
fus. Rufus and I play in the yard. I also snuggle 
and play dress-up with the kids. It is wonderful

But I digress… if you really want to go on 
vacation, consider purchasing a book about 
dog-friendly traveling for your parents. You 
could get one online and then discreetly 
set it on the coffee table for them to see. 
If that doesn’t work, see if you can fit in 
one of their suitcases. Stowing away isn’t 
glamorous, but it would get you there!
Love and Squirrels,
Evie Petunia

evie’s answers

Evie Petunia is a retired racing 

greyhound who found her 

forever human through Colorado 

Greyhound Adoption in July 2008. 

Evie is an AKC Canine Good Citizen 

who enjoys hosting CGA Meet and 

Greets, fostering new greyhounds, 

hiking, eating peanut butter, 

volunteering teaching kids to read 

at the library, and being spoiled 

rotten. Evie lives in Colorado 

Springs with Clover the Cat and 

Rachel the Human.  Questions for 

Evie’s Answers can be emailed 

to Evie.Petunia@gmail.com.
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Thank you to the following donors, 
new members and renewing 
members:

BRONZE $25
Sandy Presta
Pam & Forrest Ecksin memory of 
Rusty
Christy Talmage
James & Miriam Barretto
Julie & John Buquoi
Mike and Bev Peterson
Charles & Sarah Wheeling
Debee Vecchiarelli
Janice Singleton
Mary Penrose

SILVER $50
Dawn and Bob Hoffman

GOLD $100
Diane Nagle
Carol Krauder & Charlie Suthard
Elizabeth Gould
Melissa Dunnin memory of Bumsy 
and for Foxy
Douglas Sacarto & Lisa Hutchins
Timothy and Joy Cox

PLATINUM $500
Christal Goldman for Tommi 
Carter

HALL OF FAME $1000
Jackson H. Fenner Foundation 
(Jane Troyer)

OTHER DONATIONS 
GREATLY APPRECIATED
Sarah Whaley
Carrie Herbolsheimer
Bev McInis
Giovanna Keller for Tommi Carter
Matthew McKenna
Shani Vegoren
Petco
Russ & Fran Blackman, Ed & 
Bernie Bushel, Jim & Shirley 
Goudzwaard in
memorial for Paula Ertelt
ENT matching fund for  Christine 
Patterson

new & renewing members

Ziji, spoiled by Heidi


